
 
a sm

all m
am

m
al. 

There are 44 

squirrels. Flying 
squirrels can be 
found in tree tops 
all over the w

orld.

can glide from
 branch to branch and tree 

to tree. They are able to glide because of 
loose skin that hangs from

 their w
rists to their 

it spreads its arm
s and legs out so that the 

loose skin catches a pocket of air. Just like a 
parachute! Flying squirrels are able to glide 
160 feet or m

ore.

Flying squirrels are nocturnal. They can see 
w

ell at night because of their very big eyes. 

Flying squirrels are om
nivores. They are not   

picky eaters and w
ill eat m

any different 
things. They especially like to eat nuts, berries  
and insects. 

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als
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Flying Squirrels

 

2. Flying squirrels can glide 160 feet or m
ore.  

True 
 

False 

3. Flying squirrels are om
nivores. 

 
 

True 
 

False 



1. W
hat m

akes frogs great sw
im

m
ers and jum

pers? 

In the boxes, w
rite som

e w
ords that describe frogs.

2. W
hat are som

e of the things that frogs like to eat?

The frog is an 
am

phibian. There 
are alm

ost 5,000 
know

n species of 
frogs, including the 
pouched frog, the 
straw

berry poison-
dart frog and the 

rainforest rocket frog, to nam
e a few

. 

Frogs live in m
any different places. M

any 
frogs can be found in tropical rainforests. 

Like all am
phibians, frogs are cold-blooded. 

This m
eans they need to sit in the sun to 

w
arm

 their bodies. They are great sw
im

m
ers 

and jum
pers because of their strong legs 

and w
ebbed feet. 

W
hen a frog hatches from

 its egg, it is  
called a tadpole. A

 tadpole looks different 
than a frog because it has gills and no arm

s 
or legs. It also lives in the w

ater. A
 tadpole 

soon grow
s arm

s and legs and leaves the 
w

ater to live life on land as a frog. 

A
lm

ost all frogs are carnivores. They like to 
eat things like snails, slugs and w

orm
s. 

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als
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Frogs

1. W
hat is a frog? 

3. How
 m

any know
n species of frogs are there? 

b. A
 bird. 

c. A
n am

phibian.

a. A
 joey.

b. A
 frish. 

c. A
 tadpole.

a. A
lm

ost 5,000.
b. A

bout 1,000. 
c. 50 - 100.



1. W
hat do giant pandas look like? 

2. W
hat do giant pandas eat?

The giant panda is 
a m

am
m

al. G
iant 

pandas have black 
fur on their ears, 
m

uzzles, shoulders, 
legs and around 
their eyes. They 
have w

hite fur on 
the rest of their bodies. Som

e scientists think 
that the black and w

hite fur 
the giant panda in the snow

y m
ountains. 

G
iant pandas live in bam

boo forests in 
C

hina. Their favorite food is bam
boo, and 

they eat a lot of it! In one day, one giant 
panda m

ay eat up to 40 pounds of  
bam

boo leaves!

G
iant pandas love eating, and they also 

love sleeping! M
any kinds of bears hibernate 

but the giant panda does not. 

G
iant pandas are an endangered anim

al. 
The

, w
hich is an 

organization that helps the environm
ent, has 

used the giant panda as its m
ascot since 

the 1960s. G
iant pandas have becom

e a 
sym

bol for all endangered anim
als.

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als

©
 Little Red’s Schoolhouse

1. G
iant pandas live in bam

boo forests. 
 

 
  True       False 

2. G
iant pandas have w

hite fur around their eyes.  
  True       False 

3. The giant panda is an endangered anim
al. 

 
  True       False 

1. W
here do giant pandas live?

2. W
hat is the favorite food of giant pandas?

a.  C
hina.

b.  N
orth A

m
erica. 

c.  South A
frica.

a. Sm
all rodents.

b.  Fish. 
c.  Bam

boo.

3. W
hat has the giant panda becom

e a m
ascot for? 

a. Bears. 
 

 
b.  Endangered 
     anim

als. 
c. Forest anim

als.



1. How
 big is a hum

pback w
hale? 

2. W
hat do hum

pback w
hales eat?

The hum
pback 

w
hale is a m

am
m

al.

Hum
pback w

hales 
are very big! They 
can w

eigh up to 
50 tons and grow

 
to be around 50 feet long! The heart of a 
hum

pback w
hale alone w

eighs over 400 
pounds! Hum

pbacks can be w
hite, gray, 

black or m
ottled. 

 m
eans spotted or 

sm
eared w

ith different shades or colors. 

them
selves out of the w

ater so that they can 
breath in air. W

hen they com
e out of the 

w
ater, hum

pback w
hales like to m

ake a big 
splash called a 

. 

Hum
pback w

hales live w
ith other w

hales 
in a group. This group is called a 

.  
Hum

pbacks live in different places, including 

plankton and krill. In fact, one w
hale eats 

about 5,000 pounds of such food a day! 

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als
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In the boxes, w
rite som

e w
ords that describe hum

pback w
hales.

Hum
pback W

hales

 

2. A
 big hum

pback w
hale splash is called a breach. 

   True        False 

3. A
 group of hum

pback w
hales is called a cam

p. 
   True        False 



1. How
 do kangaroos m

ove around? 

In the boxes, w
rite som

e w
ords that describe kangaroos.

2. W
hat is a ‘joey’?

The kangaroo is a type of  
m

am
m

al called a m
arsupial.

Kangaroos are fam
ous for 

the w
ay they hop from

 
place to place. They do 
this because their hind legs 
have to m

ove together at 
the sam

e tim
e. 

Because of their strong hind legs and tail, 
kangaroos are very fast m

overs! They can 
hop along at 35 m

iles an hour and can leap a 
distance of 30 feet! Kangaroos have coarse, 
thick hair that can be red, brow

n or gray. 

Like all m
arsupials, kangaroos have pouches 

for their babies. A
 kangaroo baby is called a 

joey. Joeys are hairless and blind w
hen they 

are born. Joeys live in their m
other’s pouches 

until they are about a year old.

Kangaroos live in A
ustralia and Tasm

ania. 
They like to live in m

any different types of 
places, such as forests and grassy plains.

Kangaroos are herbivores, so they m
ostly 

eats grasses. They are able to go a long tim
e 

w
ithout drinking w

ater. 

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als
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Kangaroos

1. How
 fast can a kangaroo hop? 

2. W
here do kangaroos 

 live?

3. W
hat can kangaroos go a long tim

e w
ithout? 

a. 35 m
iles an hour.

b. 30 m
iles an hour. 

c.  20 m
iles an hour.

a. A
ustralia.

b. C
hina. 

c. Tasm
ania.

a. Sleep.
b. A

ir. 
c. W

ater.



The Kom
odo 

dragon is a reptile. 
Kom

odo dragons 
are the largest 
lizard in the w

orld.

Kom
odo dragons 

are big! They can grow
 to be up to 10 

feet long! Just like snakes, they have long, 
forked tongues. They use their tongues to 
sm

ell. The saliva of the Kom
odo dragon 

is deadly to other anim
als. If a Kom

odo 
dragon bites an anim

al, his saliva w
ill 

poison the anim
al to death. The Kom

odo 
dragon can then eat its m

eal.

Kom
odo dragons w

ill eat anything, as 
long as it is m

eat! They w
ill even eat other 

Kom
odo dragons! 

Kom
odo dragons can be found on a few

 
Indonesian islands. Indonesia is a country 
in A

sia. Kom
odo dragons sleep in burrow

s 
at night and look for food during the day. 

eat, it is not a problem
 – Kom

odo dragons 
can live for days and even w

eeks w
ithout 

eating anything!

N
am

e:
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

nim
als
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1. W
hat do Kom

odo dragons like to eat? 

In w
hich w

ays are Kom
odo D

ragons and snakes sim
ilar and different?

2. W
here do Kom

odo dragons live?

1. The Kom
odo dragon is a reptile. 

 
   

 
True       False 

2. Kom
odo dragons can grow

 to be 20 feet long.      
True       False 

3. Kom
odo dragons like to eat m

eat.  
 

 
True       False 

4. Kom
odo dragons live in C

hina. 
 

 
 

True       False 

Kom
odo Dragons

Snakes

Kom
odo D

ragons 
 Snakes


