
W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?
S

usan B. A
nthony w

as an 
A

m
erican civil rights leader.

A
nthony w

as born in 1820 
in M

assachusetts. In 1837, 
A

nthony’s father lost his job. 
A

nthony w
ent to w

ork as a teacher to help 
her father pay his debts. She found that m

en 
w

ere paid four tim
es m

ore than she w
as for 

doing the sam
e job. It w

as not fair. 

A
nthony w

anted w
om

en to be treated the 
sam

e as m
en. A

nthony and another activist 
nam

ed Elizabeth C
ady Stanton started a 

new
spaper and a suffrage association. They 

did w
hat they could to spread the w

ord 
about w

om
en’s rights.

In 1872, A
nthony voted in a presidential 

election. The problem
 w

as, w
om

en w
ere not 

allow
ed to vote. Because she voted, A

nthony 
w

as arrested. W
hat A

nthony did becam
e 

new
s – people paid attention to her and 

so she w
as able to tell m

ore people about 
w

om
en’s rights. 

Susan B. A
nthony died in 1906. Fourteen years 

the right to vote.
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1. W
hat w

as Susan B. A
nthony?

2. W
hat did A

nthony do w
ith Elizabeth C

ady Stanton?

3. W
hy w

as Susan B. A
nthony arrested in 1872? 

a.  A
n entertainer.

b.  A
n inventor. 

c.  A
 civil rights leader.

a. O
pen a shop.

b.  Run a hospital. 
c. Start a new

spaper.

a.  For voting.
b.  For littering. 

c.  For stealing.

1. W
hile w

orking as a teacher, A
nthony found that m

en w
ere paid  

_______________________________ m
ore than she w

as for the sam
e job.

2. A
nthony w

anted __________________ to be treated the sam
e as m

en.

3. Susan B. A
nthony died in ___________. Fourteen years later, w

om
en in 
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eil A
rm

strong and Buzz A
ldrin w

ere the 

N
eil A

rm
strong w

as born in 

pilot during the Korean W
ar. He 

also w
orked as a test pilot. 

Buzz A
ldrin w

as born in N
ew

 
Jersey in 1930. He served in the 
U.S. A

ir Force for alm
ost tw

enty 

pilot during the Korean W
ar. 

In 1969, A
rm

strong and A
ldrin 

journeyed to the m
oon in a 

spacecraft called A
pollo 11. 

steps on the m
oon! The footprints that the 

tw
o astronauts m

ade are still there to this 
day. W

hile on the m
oon, A

rm
strong fam

ously 
said, “That’s one sm

all step for m
an, one 

giant leap for m
ankind.”

hundred m
illion people w

atched it on T.V.!

Both m
en received aw

ards for their w
ork, 

including the Presidential M
edal of Freedom

 
and the C

ongressional G
old M

edal for 
D

istinguished A
stronauts.
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 W
hat do you think A

rm
strong’s fam

ous quote m
eans?

becom
ing astronauts? 

2. How
 w

ere A
rm

strong and A
ldrin rew

arded for their w
ork?

W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?
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W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?
R

uby Bridges w
as born in  

M
ississippi in 1954. A

t that 
tim

e in som
e parts of A

m
erica, 

w
hite children and black 

children w
ent to different 

schools. People realized this 
w

as w
rong and decided things 

should change.

In 1960, Bridges w
as chosen to be one of the 

 
all-w

hite school.  

M
any people w

ere not happy that a black 
child w

as going to a w
hite school. Bridges 

had to w
alk to school w

ith guards because 
people w

ere so angry. She w
ould pray as she 

w
alked. This m

ade her feel safe. 

M
any of the w

hite students stopped going 
to school. Their parents didn’t w

ant them
 at 

the sam
e school as a black child. O

nly one 
teacher w

ould teach Bridges. Her nam
e w

as 
Barbara Henry. M

rs. Henry taught Bridges in 
an em

pty classroom
.

A
s tim

e passed, the w
hite children returned 

to school. Bridges never gave up and stayed 
at her school until she graduated. 
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4. A
s tim

e passed, the w
hite children ________________________________.

1. W
here w

as Ruby Bridges born? 

2. W
hen did Ruby Bridges begin going to the all-w

hite school? 

3. W
ho did Ruby Bridges w

alk to school w
ith? 

a.  W
ashington, D

.C
.

b.  Pennsylvania.
c.  M

ississippi.

a. 1968. 
b. 1954. 

c.  1960.

a.  Her brother.
b.  G

uards.
c.  Her teacher.

to go to an all-w
hite school.

2. M
any people w

ere _________________________ that a black child w
as 

going to a w
hite school.

3. M
rs. Henry taught Bridges in an ________________________________.
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W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?

N
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4. C
arver becam

e _________________________ all over the w
orld as an  

    agriculture expert.

1. W
here w

as C
arver born? 

2. W
hat did C

arver research? 

3. W
hat insect did farm

ers have a hard tim
e w

ith? 

a.  A
labam

a.
b.  M

issouri.
c.  Kentucky.

a. The Solar System
.

b. Bird m
igration. 

c.  C
rop rotation.

a.  Boll w
eevils.

b.  A
nts.

c.  C
ockroaches.

1. G
eorge W

ashington C
arver w

as born in ___________________________.

2. W
hile w

orking in A
labam

a, C
arver researched _____________________.

3. C
arver did som

e research and found out that _____________________      
    did not like peanuts.

G
eorge W

ashington C
arver 

w
as born in M

issouri in 1864. 

C
arver w

orked as a professor 
at Iow

a State A
gricultural 

A
m

erican to study and w
ork 

there. Later, he w
orked at an all-black 

college in A
labam

a. He w
as in charge of the 

agricultural departm
ent at that school.

W
hile w

orking in A
labam

a, C
arver 

researched crop rotation. A
t the sam

e tim
e, 

an insect called the boll w
eevil w

as causing 
problem

s on farm
s. They w

ere destroying all 
the crops. 

C
arver did som

e research and found out 
that boll w

eevils did not like peanuts. C
arver 

that farm
ers could grow

 them
. He found  

that peanuts could be used for things like 
cooking oil and fuel. Thanks to C

arver, 
farm

ers could grow
 peanut and not w

orry 
about boll w

eevils. 

C
arver becam

e fam
ous all over the w

orld as 

help farm
ers be m

ore successful.
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M
arie C

urie w
as born 

in Poland in 1867. She 
w

as a scientist w
ho studied 

radioactivity. 

W
hile doing research, C

urie 
and her husband, Pierre C

urie, 
discovered tw

o elem
ents. They called them

 
‘radium

’ and ‘polonium
’. Polonium

 is nam
ed 

after C
urie’s hom

e country.

W
hile researching radioactivity, C

urie 
discovered that radiation could help people. 
People w

ho w
ere sick w

ith diseases, like 
cancer, could use radiation to get better. 

M
arie also im

proved the x-ray m
achine. 

D
uring W

orld W
ar I, M

arie created and used 

an am
bulance. She w

ould som
etim

es drive 

take x-rays of w
ounded soldiers!

aw
arded the N

obel Prize. She w
as also the 

N
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W
hat do you think is the m

ost im
portant or special thing that M

arie 
C

urie did? 

W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?

1. W
hich elem

ent did the C
uries N

O
T discover? 

2. W
hat did C

urie do to help soldiers during W
orld W

ar I? 

 

a. Polonium
.

b. Uranium
. 

c. Radium
.

a. Took their x-rays.
b.  C

ooked m
eals. 

c. Read to them
.

a. Fly around  
    the w

orld. 
b. Find a cure for the   
    com

m
on cold. 

c. Receive tw
o  

    N
obel Prizes. 

Focus on Non-Fiction: A
m

ericana
Focus on Non-Fiction: A

m
azing People



1. W
hy did Earhart call her airplane ‘C

anary’? 

W
hat is the m

ain idea of this passage?
A

m
elia Earhart w

as born in 
Kansas in 1897. 

A
fter riding in a plane at an air 

show
 in 1920, Earhart becam

e 

pilot’s license. Later, she bought an airplane. 
She called the airplane C

anary because it 
w

as bright yellow
. 

O
cean w

ith tw
o other pilots. Earhart w

as the 

and w
as not easy because of bad w

eather, 
but she m

ade it! Earhart becam
e fam

ous 

O
cean by herself. She w

as given m
any 

m
edals, m

ade speeches and w
rote books. 

A
bout one m

onth into her trip, Earhart’s 
airplane disappeared. People searched 
for Earhart, but she and her plane w

ere 
never found. W

hat happened to Earhart is a 
m

ystery that people still w
onder about today.
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In the boxes, w
rite w

ords w
hich you think describe A

m
elia Earhart.

A
m

elia Earhart
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